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of the Amazon region exclusive of the northern districts of the
Brazilian Plateau. The first of these is the savannah country
in the eastern half of Marajo Island where, however, considerable
losses are experienced through the depredations of alligators that
swarm in the marshy tracts into which the cattle are tempted
during the dry season in search of fodder. The second is the
upper part of the Rio Branco basin occupying a huge bay in the
southern edge of the Guiana Highlands. In this region grasses
constitute the prevailing vegetation except along the watercourses,
and very large herds of cattle are reared for which a market is
found in Manaos and other centres higher up the Amazon. East-
wards from the Rio Branco region, on the uplands between the
valleys of the rivers that drain south to the Amazon, there are
also further campos or pasture lands, but these do not appear
to be much used for stock-rearing, either because of their dryness
or because of the rapids on the rivers almost down to the main
stream.

Our knowledge of the Amazonian lowlands and of the Montana
is very incomplete. Much of the country lying away from the
rivers has never been explored; nor for that matter have all
the rivers. Air surveys are useful in mapping waterways, but
the difficulties of surface exploration are disproportionate to the
prospective returns. To sum up briefly, however, it is clear that
the whole region is one in which Nature still reigns more or less
supreme ; the population beyond the seaboard is exceedingly
small, and though much human effort and life has been expended
in attempts to exploit the resources, what has been accomplished
amounts to but little. Enormous productive resources remain in
reserve, to which serious attention will sooner or later be turned
under the impulse of need in temperate countries, armed with
the indispensable weapon, abundant capital.